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CNN recently reported 
that 20 million people 
are at risk due to famine 
in East Africa. When 
I watched the report, 
my mind flashed back 
to a decade ago when I 
traveled to the drought-
stricken region.          

That day, we boarded a small 
aircraft to fly from Nairobi to 
northern Kenya. The color of the 
earth below faded from green 
to brown. Creek beds, trees and 
animals had been swallowed by 
sand. There was no sign of life. 
Trees slumped like weary soldiers 
after a prolonged battle. An area 
that was once a large lake now 
resembled a rock quarry.

When we landed, we were told that 
70 percent of the cattle and 50 
percent of the camels, goats and 
sheep had already died. Without 
animals, people had no livelihood 
or agriculture. To survive, many 

families were forced to eat next 
year’s seed.

Our group loaded into trucks filled 
with food, water and supplies and 
began a two-hour trek down a 
long, dusty road to remote villages 
where people were starving. Along 
the way, we observed animals 
collapsing, so weak they couldn’t 
lift themselves. Colorful birds had 
migrated to places where water 
was more plentiful. Now, only 
vultures ruled the skies.     

It was clear to all of us — we were 
on a rescue mission. Thousands 
of people had contracted typhoid 
from drinking poisoned water; 
others were suffering from cholera 
and malaria. Children, especially, 
were vulnerable to disease.

Years have passed since that 
particular response, but I can still 
see the faces of desperate villagers 
as our truck barreled like an 
ambulance down that dusty road. 
I still remember seeing an elderly 
man with his outstretched hand 
and a mother holding her tiny child. 

That day, when our vehicle 
stopped to repair a flat tire, I recall 
powder-like sand filling my throat 
and nostrils. A swallow of water 
was my only relief.  

I also remember a caravan of 
families and camels — laden with 
empty water receptacles — passing 
by as our driver changed the tire. 
Through an interpreter, one man 
said they had traveled three days 
in search of water. We gave them 

bottles of water, but I feared it 
wouldn’t be enough. The sun’s rays 
were a constant reminder that time 
was working against them.

When we finally arrived at our 
destination, dozens of villagers 
came running. They crowded 
around the truck, shouting in 
celebration. The village chief 
silenced the crowd with one sweep 
of his hand. Through an interpreter, 
he thanked us for coming and 
instructed his people to form a 
single line behind the truck. As 
we handed out boxes of food 
and water, the villagers smiled 
and bowed. I’ll never forget their 
gratitude.

We knew the emergency supplies 
would last no longer than a month, 
but it was enough to give the 
villagers hope. Along with our 
partners that day, we made a 
commitment to keep the convoy of 
supplies rolling and to drill a well so 
they had access to fresh drinking 
water. Thank God, many lives were 
saved.

Today, Africa is at risk of another 
famine. Millions of people are on 
the edge of starvation. Convoy of 
Hope has already begun delivering 
loads of relief supplies, but more 
aid is needed. Once again, we 
have the power to save lives and 
give people hope. This is a crisis 
that demands action. Thank you 
in advance for joining with us so 
people can live.

God bless you for caring and 
giving.

@haldonaldson on Twitter

Hal Donaldson
President

FROM THE PRESIDENT A message from Hal Donaldson

The Faces 
of Famine
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Tiny House of Sizzle 
Tour Aims to Feed the 
Hungry
Hormel Foods is bringing big flavor 
to America’s backyards and kitchens 
this summer with the SPAM® brand 
Tiny House of Sizzle Tour. The Tiny 
House will travel coast to coast sharing 
delightful dishes and simple recipes 
served right from the Tiny SPAM® 
brand kitchen.

As a partner of Hormel Foods, Convoy 
of Hope has joined the tour to help 
raise awareness on the fight against 
hunger. Hormel Foods, the makers of 
the SPAM® brand will donate $25,000 
and encourage guests to donate $5 to 
Convoy by texting SIZZLE to 50555. 

PARTNERS Celebrating our incredible partners

A B C

A B

C

Home Depot Helps 
Flood Survivors in 
Missouri
Following record flooding in Bull 
Creek, Missouri, more than 40 
team members from Home Depot 
volunteered with Convoy of Hope, 
completing debris removal and 
cleanup for residents affected.

The Home Depot Foundation also 
donated $25,000 to aid Convoy’s 
response.

Pure Flix Digital Helps 
the Working Poor in 
America
Pure Flix Digital, the leading faith 
and family streaming video service, 
partnered with Convoy of Hope 
to provide $100,000 in goods and 
services to Guests of Honor through 
the Community Events Initiative. 

Proceeds were generated through the 
streaming video service, which offers 
more than 6,500 titles ranging from 
movies and original series to classic 
TV shows, kids’ programming and 
documentaries. Learn more at  
www.pureflix.com. 
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PEOPLEMeet Roshani Schaefer, Humanitarian Affairs Manager

Meet  
Roshani 
Schaefer

Roshani stands in the streets of Lebanon.

Roshani has been with Convoy of 
Hope since 2015 and serves as the 
manager of Humanitarian Affairs. 
Roshani is responsible for program 
implementation in places like 
Nepal and Lebanon, where disaster 
responses have turned into long-
term programs. She handles design 
programming, manages partnerships 
in-country and monitors program 
effectiveness. 

Many of Roshani’s family members 
were refugees from Sri Lanka, so she 
has a passion for the work she does — 
specifically with the refugee crisis.

CONTINUE ON PAGE 22
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By: Jess Heugel

YOUR KINDNESS — THEIR LEGACY
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“We need to pay attention and intervene in 
this crisis because we can play a part in saving 
the lives of children and families. Convoy of 
Hope knows what to do and is already on the 
ground helping those in need.” 

- Ambassador Tony Hall

Dust swirls around a family sitting under a 
tree. They’re in shock. The young father’s eyes 
loosely focus on the horizon for signs of danger 
while his wife attempts to comfort their infant 
daughter. Their son absentmindedly jabs at an 
anthill with a stick. Just minutes before, their 
world changed forever … but they are survivors. 

Some disasters, like earthquakes, happen in a 
moment. Drought and mass displacement due to 
war are different; they slide in gradually.  

As the initial shock of experiencing disaster wears 
off, two deeper levels of trauma await survivors. 
The first is physical: People are hungry, thirsty 
and need shelter. The second cuts much deeper. 
Trauma leaves survivors feeling isolated and 
hopeless. Families wonder, how will we go on?

Convoy of Hope is tirelessly traveling the world 
helping these people. By providing a simple meal, 
clean water or shelter, we are meeting people’s 
physical needs. But the true power of Convoy of 
Hope is the kindness of our team — staff, partners 
and volunteers — as we work together to show 
survivors they are not alone. 

Since 1998, Convoy of Hope has served millions 
of people who have experienced life-altering 
disasters. Though the world continues to 
experience this pain, we will keep going to the 
ends of the earth to help the hurting. 
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Survivors: A Family’s Legacy
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LEBANON
Faaiza is eight years old. Her father holds her 
close, explains the plan one last time and then 
tearfully leaves her behind. She watches her 
parents and siblings make their way through 
the chaos of the Syrian border into Lebanon. 
Trucks rumble past and the crowd presses 
around her, blocking her view. And suddenly, 
Faaiza’s family is gone — and she is alone.

“My papers were not in order, so they let 
everyone in my family through except for me,” 
Faaiza recalls. “I was stuck on the other side 
of the Syrian border.” 

This is the life of a refugee.

Faaiza’s neighborhood near Aleppo exploded 
into violence four days before they arrived at 
the border. Having no time to prepare, they 
fled with all their hands could carry. Their 
only comfort was the fact they were alive and 
together — at least until they reached the 
border. 

Stepping out of the view of the guards, Faaiza 
reaches down and pulls up a handful of dirt 
from her homeland — Syria. She rubs it on her 
face and hands, smearing it with the sweat 
from her long journey. Faaiza tears her clothes 
and completes the disguise. In just a few 
moments, she has reduced herself from the 
daughter of a middle class Syrian plumber to 
a beggar.

With her hands outstretched and her eyes 
on the barbed wire fence — the only thing 
separating her from her family — she slips 
past the guards, crossing into Lebanon by 
herself. 

“God helped me find my family.” 
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In addition to the cost of food, 
medicine and school fees, 
families pay $200-$350 for a 
12’ x 12’ tent or apartment, plus 
electricity which costs an extra 
$50 per month. 

In addition to their day-to-day 
living expenses, every Syrian 
over the age of 15 entering 
Lebanon is charged a $200 fee 
to remain in the country. The 
average income of a Syrian 
family in Lebanon is $206 
per month. For most refugee 
families, the prospect of coming 
up with $200 for each visa in 
addition to their living expenses 
is a nearly insurmountable task. 

THE REALITY  
OF REFUGEE LIFE

“God helped me find my family,” she says.  
“He didn’t leave me by myself.”

Convoy of Hope’s team met Faaiza as we handed 
her a small space heater to protect her family from 
freezing temperatures. Her warm smile cut through 
the cold wind blowing about the dilapidated Beirut 
neighborhood where her family lives. 

For the last three years, Faaiza and her family have 
been scraping together the pieces of their lives. 
But, they now have hope for a brighter future.

As our team says goodbye to Faaiza, the girl 
who navigated the border by herself, she turns 
to her mother and holds out the small space 
heater. She wants to offer it to another family in 
their neighborhood whose house isn’t as warm 
as theirs. Despite all she’s been through, Faaiza’s 
kindness has never waned. 
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THE REFUGEE CRISIS IS COMPLEX

THE WAY FORWARD

Faaiza’s story is harrowing,  
but not uncommon. 

The scale of the refugee crisis, 
sparked by the war in Syria, can 
only be compared to the flight 
of refugees during World War II. 
More than 11 million Syrians have 
been chased from their homes. 
These vulnerable individuals have 
chosen a life of uncertainty over 
the certain persecution they would 
face in Syria.

Caught in the crossfire between 
Syrian forces, ISIS and rebel 
groups, these families are the 

“civilian casualties” one hears 
about on the news. They are not 
terrorists; they are fleeing terror, 
reduced to living life in perpetual 
danger.

In the Syrian conflict — and many 
like it around the world today — 
90% of people killed are civilians. 
With this shift in strategy, the price 
of war is often paid by everyday 
people — not those with weapons 
in their hands.

Since 2013, Convoy of Hope has 
implemented programs to assist 
the rapidly escalating number 

of people fleeing Syria. Convoy 
of Hope has provided lifesaving 
necessities such as blankets, 
hats, coats, heaters, food rations, 
fuel and hygiene kits to more 
than 100,000 refugees in nine 
countries. In addition to providing 
supplies, Convoy of Hope also 
regularly feeds nearly 1,000 
Lebanese and Syrian children with 
the help of local partners.

Convoy of Hope is committed 
to this generation that could 
otherwise be lost to dependency 
on aid or radicalization by groups 
like ISIS. 

Convoy of Hope is expanding the 
depth and scope of our work with 
refugees. We have launched a 
new initiative within International 
Program called Convoy of Hope 
Humanitarian Affairs. Additional 
programs in Syria, Jordan, Serbia 
and Belgium are on the horizon.

For each of these countries, our 
intervention will be customized. 
Many refugees need immediate 
assistance as they are passing 
through on their journey. Others, 
like the children we are feeding in 
Lebanon, have settled in a refugee 
camp and benefit most from 
receiving daily meals in school.

As of 2016, Convoy of Hope 
has served more than 100,000 
refugees in the Middle East and 
Europe. In comparison with the 
millions of Syrians looking to 
escape the terror in their country, 
the outside world is faced with a 
daunting task.

Replacing fear with kindness is not 
a simple task, but we believe in all 
the people we serve. Convoy of 
Hope also knows that responding 
to crises and disasters often opens 
the door for us to develop other 
in-country programs — which is 
exactly what has happened in 
Nepal.
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From the airplane, Kathmandu 
comes into view. Green fields and 
bustling streets fill the lowland 
flanked by the towering Himalayas. 
It’s been almost exactly two years 
since we first landed in Kathmandu 
following the 7.8-magnitude 
earthquake that shook the country 
to its core. 

The suffocating cloud of smoke 
and dust that hung in the 
air is gone, but memories of 
catastrophic damage, panic and 
mass cremations remain.

Thoughts of that terrible day 
are never far from the minds 
of Convoy of Hope and our 
local partners. Since the 2015 
earthquake, numerous aftershocks 
and smaller earthquakes have 
occurred, pushing adrenaline into 
people’s blood and causing their 
eyes to locate the quickest exit.

Immediately after the earthquake, 
Convoy of Hope distributed food, 
water and tarps to more than 
45,000 Nepalis with the help of 
local partners.

The goal of Convoy of Hope’s 
long-term response was to identify 
a hard-hit community, accessible 
by road but remote enough that 
it was not being served by other 
organizations — a community like 
Kimtang.

Getting to Kimtang requires 
nerves of steel. Five hours outside 
Kathmandu, the traffic thins and 
the road turns to dust and rock. 
Another four hours of seemingly 
endless switchbacks await the 
impatient traveler. If it wasn’t for 
the 1,000 foot drop inches from 
the road — gladly welcoming 
inattentive drivers — one’s mind 
could wander to other things. 
But, the dizzying height keeps 
daydreaming at bay. 

In the small farming town of 
Kimtang, the earthquake was 
devastating. Nearly all structures 
were completely destroyed, fields 
of crops slid down mountainsides 
and 14 people were crushed 
by their homes. Kimtang and 
communities like it have been built 
by generations of hard work … but 
in a matter of minutes, years of toil 
were reduced to scattered bricks 
and rubble.

The devastation in Kimtang 
affected nearly every aspect 
of their community. Homes, 
businesses and two schools in 
the area were leveled. Hundreds 
of children were left without food 
and a place to learn. With its fields 
in shambles, Kimtang lost much 
of the ability to provide food for 
itself. Parents were forced to keep 
children home amidst the process 
of clearing away debris and 
attempting to rebuild their homes. 

Two years later, the children of 
Kimtang are learning and eating 
lunch six days a week and both 
schools are slowly regaining 
their footing on the side of their 
mountain. School principal, Usha 
Gurung, can barely contain the 
smile on her face as she talks 
about the feeding program.

“In the past, the kids at my school 
were always hungry. Their minds 
were full of hunger,” she says. 
“Now, with the feeding program, 
they attend school more regularly, 
they are more active and their 
performance has been improving.”

Alongside the feeding program, 
Convoy of Hope is training farmers 
to increase their growing capacity 
and diversify their crops — thereby 
eventually equipping Kimtang to 
provide for itself again.

NEPAL
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Before the earthquake, farmers in the area 
had been using their land to produce just 
enough corn and potatoes to sustain their 
families. Through Convoy of Hope staff and 
local agronomists, nearly 100 family gardens 
have now started growing cabbage, kiwi, 
mushrooms, peas and numerous other crops 
with high nutritional value. The result has made 
a tangible difference in the lives of the people 
in Kimtang.

“When we started the program here in Kimtang, 
we came with the idea that Convoy wouldn’t 
be here forever,” says Roshani Schaefer, 
Humanitarian Affairs manager for Convoy of 
Hope. “Our program in Nepal is truly built to 
empower the local community to take our jobs.” 

Convoy of Hope is accomplishing this task by 
training the local community members how to 
grow and prepare nutritious meals. Community 
volunteers who prepare the children’s meals at 
school are already bringing produce from their 
home gardens to supplement the children’s 
daily meals. Eventually, they will no longer 
need outside resources.

“I feel very happy about this program because 
the people from Convoy of Hope are helping 
renew our village,” adds Gurung. “We are also 
responsible for doing our part.”

Convoy of Hope is looking forward to the 
day when the people of Kimtang can provide 
nutritious meals in their schools and the 
community at large. Until that day, we will 
joyfully continue helping the people of Kimtang.

While we have seen tremendous progress in 
Kimtang, there are many places across the 
world in desperate need of your immediate 
help — places like East Africa.
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A hunger crisis is a long and extreme 
shortage of food, resulting in deaths. 
The UN will only declare a famine if: 

• At least 20% of households in an 
area face extreme food shortage

• More than 30% of the population 
is acutely malnourished

• At least two out of 10,000 people 
die each day

HUNGER CRISIS  
VS. FAMINE
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Nearly 4,000 miles from Kimtang, 
Convoy of Hope Country Director, 
Bryan Burr, waits in his Landcruiser 
for the billowing cloud of dust he’s 
kicked up to blow away. It’s a hot, 
dry day in Kenya as the plume of 
feather-light dirt vanishes. Burr 
steps out of the Landcruiser and 
sinks to his knees in a dried river 
of dust.

Further up the road, a tight-knit 
community of the Maasai tribe 
survey their dwindling herd of 
threadbare cattle. The rains across 
much of Kenya have failed for 
the last three years, leaving the 
Maasai to watch helplessly as their 
cattle — the source of their entire 
livelihood — starve to death. 

Seven-year-old Juma stands in 
the shade of a dusty landscape 
and turns away from the stench of 
rotting cattle carcases.

“Before this drought, my family 
had 27 cows and now we only 
have five,” Juma says. “But the five 
are very thin and we doubt they 
will survive.”

Juma’s life is in jeopardy.

Across East Africa, 20 million 
people — throughout a region 40% 
of the size of the United States 
— are on the brink of famine. In 
2011, a similar drought in East 
Africa threatened the lives of 9.5 

million people. The death toll of 
the current crisis is expected to 
exceed that of the 2011 drought — 
unless help arrives soon.

Bryan is miles away driving a stake 
into the ground and attempting to 
winch his truck out of the dust — to 
no avail. The help Convoy of Hope 
is bringing rarely comes without 
challenges in harsh conditions like 
this. Eventually, Bryan and a young 
Maasai man find enough dry wood 
to shove under the tires. Dust 
shoots out as he eventually drives 
to solid ground.

The reality of the situation is 
disheartening. Even if the rains 
returned today, cultivating healthy 
crops and livestock again would 
take an entire growing season … 
and people would still be starving.

In Kenya alone, Convoy of Hope 
has identified 18,000 individuals 
who are at-risk and in desperate 
need of food assistance.

The scale of this disaster is difficult 
to comprehend. While the number 
of people affected by this crisis is 
almost unimaginable, Convoy of 
Hope is driven to serve as many 
as possible. The solution starts 
with your help and commitment to 
make a difference — even if that 
means serving one individual at a 
time.

As seasonal rains continue to 
fail, public understanding of the 
situation remains spotty at best. 
This is often the case in slow-
onset disasters. Without a major 
catastrophic event to drive news 
coverage, much of the world is 
unaware of the magnitude of this 
crisis and the desperate need of 
those affected.

With your support, Convoy of 
Hope will continue to help people 
struggling to survive in East Africa. 
Together, we will celebrate when 
the rainy seasons return. 

Survivors: A Family’s Legacy

EAST AFRICA  
HUNGER CRISIS
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JUMA’S LIFE  
IS IN JEOPARDY
20 million people in East 
Africa are on the brink of 
famine. In 2011, more than 
9.5 million people lost their 
lives in a similar drought. 
Unless additional help 
arrives soon, this crisis will 
cause more destruction 
than in 2011.

convoy.org/hope0817

FEED the
HUNGRY
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Name

CONTACT INFORMATION

Address

City State

Phone Zip

Mobile*

Email

$

Thank you for your love 
and generosity. All gifts 
are tax-deductible as 
allowed by law.

GIFT AMOUNT BECOME A 
MONTHLY DONOR

Credit Card

HOPE0817

Yes, I’d like to receive mobile alerts from Convoy of Hope.*

Cash Check

$30

Please make checks payable to:

P.O. Box 219368
Kansas City, MO 64121-9368

MAKE A DONATION

*SMS service is available on most carriers. Message and Data Rates May Apply. Reply STOP to 50555 to STOP. 
Reply HELP to 50555 for HELP. Full terms: mGive.com/E

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION

Credit Card #

Security 
Code

Expiration Date 

Name On Card

Signature

Disclosure Statement At Convoy of Hope, accountability and transparency are an integral part of 
everything we do. From every purpose restricted donation, Convoy of Hope’s Independent Board 
of Directors may allocate between 12% and 20% of that donation to cover its administrative and 
fundraising costs. If restricted donations exceed the need of the crisis, the capacity to respond to 
a crisis and/or when local conditions prevent effective assistance, Convoy of Hope’ s Independent 
Board of Directors may allocate these funds to other worthy projects that help Convoy of Hope 
fulfill its global mission of helping children and families in need. A copy of Convoy of Hope’s annual 
audited financial statement is available at www.convoyofhope.org/financials North Carolina: A 
copy of the license to solicit charitable contributions as a charitable organization or sponsor and 
financial information may be obtained from the Department of Human Resources, Solicitation 
Licensing Branch, by calling (919) 733-4510. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, 
or recommendation by the state. Pennsylvania:  A copy of the official registration and financial 
information of Convoy of Hope may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling 
toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1(800)732-0999.  Registration does not imply endorsement. Virginia:  A 
financial statement is available from the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division 
of Consumer Affairs, upon request. Washington: You may obtain additional financial disclosure 
information on file with the Secretary of State’s Office. You can contact them at Charities Division, 
Secretary of State’s Office, P.O. Box 40234, Olympia, WA 98504-0234.  West Virginia:  West Virginia 
residents may obtain a summary of the registration and financial documents from the Secretary of 
State, State Capitol, Charleston, West Virginia 25305. Registration does not imply endorsement. All 
gifts are tax deductible to the full extent allowed by law.  

Your gift provides nutritious food to 
children like Juma and others in need. 
With your support, Convoy of Hope will 
continue to help people struggling to 
survive in East Africa.
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Be a part of  
Convoy of Hope

JOIN THE CONVOY Opportunities to get involved

Convoy of Hope hosts 
thousands of Guests of Honor at 
each Community Event. Help us 
continue to spread kindness in 
cities across the United States.

Flint, Michigan

Los Angeles, California

Fort Worth, Texas

Visit the website below to find 
additional events near you!

Serve at a  
Community Event

convoy.org/events convoy.org/careers convoy.org/events

Hands of Hope volunteer night 
happens every Tuesday at our 

World Distribution Center in 
Springfield, Missouri. Volunteers 
pack food for our international 

feeding programs and bag groceries 
for our Community Events.

Every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.*

World Distribution Center 
330 S. Patterson Ave 

Springfield, MO 65802

Volunteer at  
World Headquarters

Roshani Schaefer
CONTINUED FROM 7 

Tell me what you learned about 
refugees from your family.

I would hear stories about family 
members that had to hide in the jun-
gle for weeks at a time during the Civ-
il War. They would wait in line for one 
loaf of bread that the whole family 
would have to live off of for an entire 
week.

My grandfather was killed in a riot 
while walking to work one day. It’s 
hard for me to imagine that kind of 
life. While my life is very different, I 
know that definitely shaped who I am 
and what I do.

What do you think your grandfather 
would say to you today?

I think he would say he’s really proud 
of me and that this is what I should be 
doing. I think a lot about that, actually. 
I think he would want me to continue 
to push through and do even more. 

Thinking about these people without 
a home, to be a person that feels like 
nobody wants them, that’s something 
I try to keep in my mind. I try to put 
myself in their shoes.

What’s one thing people don’t  
understand about the refugee 
crisis?

There’s a quote that says, “You don’t 
put your child in a boat unless the 
place they’re running from is even 
more dangerous.” People are literal-
ly risking their lives for a chance at 
safety.

What’s your favorite part of your 
job?

Interacting with the kids in our feed-
ing programs has been surreal. It’s 
hard to fully grasp what they’ve been 
through. But, kids are kids — no mat-
ter where they are. 

The joy is already there. But, we can 
help ignite it.

We’re currently looking for the  
perfect fit for these jobs*:

Disaster Services Field Media

Driver

Administrative Assistant Openings  
in Multiple Departments

Please visit our website for  
updated listings.

Convoy of Hope (CoH) is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer. We consider applicants for all positions without regard to race, color, ancestry, national origin, citizenship, age, sex, marital status, 
parental status, disability, military or veteran status of an otherwise qualified individual. In addition to being a 501(c)3 tax-exempt corporation, CoH is a faith-based religious organization. As a faith-based 

religious organization pursuant to the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. @2000e-1), CoH hires candidates who agree and attest to our Statement of Faith.

*as of 8/1/17. *See website for blackout dates.
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STAFF PERSPECTIVEInside Convoy of Hope

Our Favorite Question 
for a First Meeting

Are you planning to sell something and  
donate a portion of the profit to charity?

If you answered “yes,” you may be closer to an 
immediate tax benefit than you think. Sadly, many 
people like Andy aren’t asked this question in time. 

Several years ago, Andy started a company and 
recently sold his stock for $14 million. Without telling 
anyone beforehand, he donated $5 million cash to 
a charitable donor advised fund, like the Convoy of 
Hope Fund, that operates like a family foundation.

On April 15, when Andy’s first estimated IRS tax 
payment was due, he reported the $14 million of  

gross income minus the $5 million donation, leaving 
$9 million of taxable income. This forced Andy to pay 
$1.8 million in taxes. When we met Andy later, he had 
$7.2 million left over from the sale and donation.

But, if Andy had donated his $5 million of stock to 
his donor advised fund first, and both he and his 
donor advised fund sold the $14 million of stock 
together, Andy would’ve had $8.2 million after the 
sale. Consequently, Andy would’ve paid the IRS 
$800,000, not $1.8 million — saving him an additional 
$1 million.

Andy had good advisors who helped him get the 
top dollar for his stock, but no one asked Andy what 
we ask in our initial meeting. If we can talk soon, we 
might be able to save you money on your upcoming 
estimated tax payment, due September 15. 

So, may we schedule a meeting?

LEARN MORE 
convoyofhope.plannedgiving.org

By: Dan Rice
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NEWS

Flood survivors survey the damage after severe flooding.

Convoy 
of Hope 
Responds to 
Flooding in 
Sri Lanka

Convoy of Hope responded to 
severe flooding in Sri Lanka that 
resulted in the deaths of more 
than 200 people. The heavy rain 
occurred over a short period of 
time leading to the displacement of 
more than 100,000 people. 

“We were able to work with our 
partners already on the ground to 
help flood survivors immediately,” 
says Chris Dudley, international 

response director for Disaster 
Services. “They distributed food 
and water to families affected by 
the storm.”

More than 40,000 meals were 
distributed and thousands of 
people in Sri Lanka received hope 
during their greatest time of need.

Our work around the world
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NEWS

Volunteers help clean up in VanBuren, Mo.

50,000  
People  
Served 
Following 
Midwest 
Flooding

Convoy of Hope responded to 
historic flooding in the Midwest 
following days of torrential rain 
after a state of emergency was 
declared in Missouri.

Teams worked in dozens 
of communities where first 
responders and residents were 
resourced with emergency relief 
supplies like food, water, hygiene 
kits and cleaning supplies.

Volunteers worked with our 
Disaster Services team to distribute 
supplies to families in need and 

assist with cleanup and debris 
removal operations. 

“A total of 32 tractor-trailer loads 
were delivered during this response 
to the tune of more than $1 million 
worth of product,” says Stacy 
Lamb, U.S. response director for 
Disaster Services. “We are thankful 
for great partners that enable us to 
provide hope to disaster survivors 
when they need it most.”

In total, more than 50,000 people 
were served.
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A picturE 
is worth a 
thousand 
STORIES

NEWS

Hope is the common 
denominator of our stories. 

The Hope Supply is your 
opportunity to journey with 
us, by the power of stories, to 
faraway places — and perhaps 
even your community.

Explore our blog at  
convoy.org/blog

Explore our story at instagram.com/convoyofhope



27

You are  
to blame
Kirk Noonan
Vice President — Communications & Innovation

LETTER FROM THE EDITORField Notes

Dear Reader,

Yes, it’s true. You are to blame! 
The stories within these pages are 
a direct result of your sacrifice, 
giving and willingness to battle 
hunger, poverty and suffering. 
To date, you’ve empowered 
Convoy of Hope to serve, feed, 
care, educate, train, equip and 
encourage more than 85 million 
people.

Well done!

One of the greatest commodities 
Convoy of Hope has is its stories. 
To be sure, there are at least 85 
million stories — including yours! 
That’s right, your story counts and 
it’s transforming lives throughout 
the world.  

Without your story, we do not feed 
more than 160,000 children, or 
train thousands of women to be 
entrepreneurs, or give farmers 
the seeds and know-how to see 
bountiful harvests, or put hundreds 
of thousands of pairs of shoes 
on the impoverished, or give our 

neighbors a hand-up in America’s 
poorest communities, or deliver 
lifesaving food and supplies to 
disaster survivors. 

You’re pretty amazing.  
As thanks, we promise to:

• Always show stories rather 
than tell them.

• Take you on a journey  
of discovering where our 
program teams serve. 

• Focus on the amazing 
strength and resiliency of our 
beneficiaries.

• Be grateful for you, your giving, 
sacrifices and willingness to 
enter the fray alongside us. 

Thank you for sharing a part 
of your story with Convoy of 
Hope and for empowering us to 
continue to collect even more 
stories throughout the world. 



John Doe Family
10203 West Phelps
Cincinnati, Oh. 61210

330 S. Patterson Ave., Springfield, MO 65802
Visit  
The Hope Supply.
Where hope is the heart  
of the story.

convoy.org/blog

With your help, Convoy of Hope is providing meals, clean 
water and shelter to refugees in need. It is only through your 
continued kindness and generosity that we are able to let 
these survivors know they are not alone. 

Be involved at convoy.org/refugee.


